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or removing calamities; but we are not to endeavour to
pacify them by the appearance of redress, which, in reality,
will only increase those evils of which they complain, nor
to depress the reputation of this assembly by passing- laws
which the experience of a single month will prove to be of
no use.

Of this kind, my lords, the bill now before us has been
shown by the noble lord that spoke first on this occasion;
by whom every clause has been discovered to be either
defective or unnecessary, and who has evinced, beyond
all possibility of reply, that the regulations here proposed
can be divided only into two kinds, of which one is al-
ready established either by law or prescription, and the
other cannot be admitted without apparent injury both to
our navy and our trade-
Part of the clauses the noble duke has, indeed, attempted
to defend, but has been obliged by his regard to reason and
to truth, to make such concessions, as are, in my opinion,
sufficient arguments for the rejection of the bill. He has
admitted of almost every clause that it is imperfect, that it
may be amended by farther consideration, and that, though
not wholly to be neglected, it yet requires some farther
improvements to become effectual ta the advantage of our
merchants.

The last three clauses, his natural abilities and just dis-
cernment immediately showed him to be indefensible; and
he has too much regard to the interest of his country to
attempt the vindication of a bill, which could not be passed
without weakening it by impairing its naval force, and,
yet more sensibly, by diminishing the reputation of its
legislature.

I hope, therefore, my lords, that I shall not undergo the
common censure of disregard to our commercial interest,
or be ranked amongst the enemies of the merchants, though
I declare, that in my opinion, this bill ought to be rejected
as unnecessary and injudicious, and that we should only,
by considering in a committee what 110 consideration can
amend, waste that time in a fruitless attempt, which may
be spent much more usefully upon other subjects.